SOCI 2501 - Essay Assignment - Due Nov. 30 - Late essays lose 5%
Please answer one of the questions below in an 8-10 page essay, typed, double-spaced. State which question you are answering.
Use class materials thoroughly - show me that you have a good understanding of class readings in relation to the question chosen; show me that you can think critically about family structures.

You must use at least five class readings.
You must include two additional research sources: one must be an article from a scholarly journal; the other can be another journal article; a newspaper article; a government publication; a book or article from an edited collection.

Include a bibliography.
Cite chapters by chapter author and chapter title! Always include page numbers!
See citation style examples on WebCT! 

Pay attention to your writing: use paragraphs; make sure paragraphs connect to each other and ideas flow; watch sentence structure; check spelling and grammar. You will be marked on how well you understand class readings, how you apply it to the question, critical thinking, including and using outside research, how convincing your paper is and writing style. This assignment is worth 35% of your final mark.

1. How are families defined in Canadian society by different social institutions (law, religion, media, academic study) and how are families defined in the dominant culture, in diverse ethnic cultures and in subcultures (such as gay and lesbian subcultures). What are the effects of differences in definitions of family on specific groups (majority and minority) in society? In what situations are definitions of family helpful and/or unhelpful?
OR:

2. What kind of family did you grow up in? What are your hopes and expectations for family in the future? Situate your past experiences and future hopes about ‘family’ in the social structures that surround families relevant to your experiences/hopes, such as ideologies of family life, ideologies of intimacy, gender roles, employment structures, values and law around marriage and cohabitation, norms of ideal motherhood and ideal fatherhood, diverse cultural approaches to family and diverse family forms. Think critically about your family and about your learning experiences in this class so far.
OR:
3. How are motherhood and fatherhood defined and shaped (legally and socially) in the dominant society? What roles do the ideologies of good mother and good father play in creating social expectations of and understandings of family? What is the relationship between these roles and caregiving? How do these roles interact with employment structures and expectations, and other legal structures around families?

